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From: Ramesh Gaonkar, President

Greetings to our Indian community from the ICRCC Board. 

Last semester, I was in India, and will be away next semester, teaching at IIT, Gandhinagar in Gujarath.  In my absence,  Board members had taken the responsibility of organizing cultural programs - Holi and Spring Festival - with tremendous success with the participation of more than 200 persons  for each program – see the descriptions later in the newsletter.  The celebration of Holi was a new addition this year.  

This month, we had Bharatnatyam performance by Venkatakrishnan Mahalingam which was followed by Q and A session from our community members.  This wasn't the traditional Bharatnatym program;  it focused on the changes in classical Indian arts among Indian Americans.  Thanks to Lalita Sitharam who provided the leadership in organizing the program and took the responsibility.  Last year, we sponsored two new programs: Play on Tagore and Poetry Reading.  Our Board is open to any new suggestions. We would like to invite any of our community member to make suggestions and provide the leadership in organizing programs.  

We already started preparing for two major upcoming events – Rass Garba in October and Diwali in November.  At present, we have e-mail list,  reasonably  representative of the Indian community in CNY, but it is nowhere near what we would like it to be.  We have also started to compile information for a new directory – it is at least a 12-month project.  The Board members cannot undertake these projects by themselves, and I particularly pay attention to  burn-out feeling of new and enthusiastic Board members.  

We need help, we need volunteers, and we need new ideas backed by leadership – we need your involvement.  If the question is - what is that we can do in our busy life, you can do a lot – from devoting a few minutes of your time to a commitment to serve on the Board.  Let me suggest  - David Letterman's top ten things- you can do:  1. If you meet any new arrivals to CNY, just drop a line with their names, and e-mail addresses to our editor. 2. Let us know if someone is graduating from high school or college.  3. Write to us if someone is promoted, received an award, or honored for his/her accomplishment.  4. Volunteer for a program to setup the hall, help behind the curtain, and manage the tables at the entrance. 5. Become a member or a permanent member.  6. Send a “thank you note” to the organizer of a program or a feedback how we can improve it next time.   7. If you have computer expertise, help us with designing brochures, databases and/or our website.  8. Assist us in writing for the newsletter.  9. Initiate and organize a program. And lastly,10.Be an active Board member.

Have a good summer.

Graduation

This is the season of graduation. Many of the youngsters in our community have graduated and our congratulations to all of them. We are delighted to recognize the following persons who have graduated this year.  They are listed in the order we received their information.

High School

1. Kunal Sangani: Son of Geeta and Ashok Sangani from Fayetteville-Manlius High School. He has received many awards: Outstanding All Around Student, Outstanding Achievement Award: Foreign Language – Spanish, Outstanding Achievement Award: English Literature, 2012 Nan Faraday Poetry Prize Winner. He has also participated in many other activities: Model UN Club (Secretary General), Managing Editor for Buzz (school newspaper), Mock Trial Club, High School Tennis Team, etc. He will be going to Stanford University to major in Electrical Engineering and Computer Science.

2. Rachael Thomas: Daughter of Derina and Roy Thomas from Jamesville DeWitt High School. She recently performed her Bharatanatyam Arangetram (Guru: Dr. Sudha Raj). She will be going to Carnegie Mellon University to major in Environmental Engineering.

3. Viraj Patel: Son of Bharti and Harshad Patel from Fayetteville-Manlius High School. He will be going to OCC to major in Bio-Chemistry.

4. Viraj Patel: Son of Shilpa and Naresh Patel from Fayetteville-Manlius High School. He will be attending Syracuse University for his undergraduate degree in Business Administration and plans to pursue his Masters degree at Cornell University in Hospitality Management. 

5. Amar A. Bhatt: Son of Meena and Anup Bhatt from West Genesee Senior High School. High Honor Roll, Excellence in Computer Technology. Participated in Varsity Football (Undefeated Section 3 Champions 2012), Varsity Track, Student Council (Treasurer), District Budget Strategic Planning Team, Youth Court. S-G-C Kiwanis Club Scholarship, West Genesee PTSO Scholarship, West Genesee Student Council Scholarship, NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence, Camillus Middle School PTO Scholarship, S&C Whitman Scholar, RIT Presidential Scholarship, RIT Innovation and Creativity Scholarship. He has also 1st Degree Black Belt. He will continue his education at Rochester Institute of Technology to major in Computer Engineering & Business Administration.

6. Sonia Narsipur daughter of Sonia Kragh and Sriram Narsipur from Jamesville DeWitt High School. She is going to the University of Connecticut at Storrs.

The list of our graduates also includes the following students. 

7. Karthik Krishnan: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

8. Leann Thayaparan: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

9. Rohit Bhan: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

10. Megan Cross: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

11. Anu Manne: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

12. Aishwari Masarani: Jamesville-Dewitt High School

13. AnjaIi Nayar: Fayetteville-Manlius High School

Academic Honors

ICRCC is proud of the achievement of Kunal Sangani. He is the United States winner of the Stockholm Junior Water Prize. His project on “Modeling and Environmental Analysis of Hydraulic Fracturing in Upstate New York” looked at fracking and its impact on ground water. At the national event in Boston he won $3000 and his school gets $1000 toward enhancing water science education. He will receive an all-expenses-paid trip to Sweden in August to represent the U.S. His project on hydro-fracking will go up against 30 finalists from other countries. A detailed account of his project isavailable in the Neighbors section of the Post-Standard of June 28, 2011. Our congratulations to him and his parents.

Holi Festival

By Pardeep Zirath

The festival of colors was celebrated with so much fun and frolic by the Syracuse Indian community on March 10, at the Village of Manlius, Matt Tardio community room. This event organized by ICRCC was attended by over 200 people and was an incredible success! It was a very vibrant, colorful and fun-filled afternoon; the feeling and atmosphere of the event made everyone feel like they were celebrating holi back in India. The music, colors and food added to the beauty of this event.  Thank you everyone for making this a great success…Looking forward to seeing you all at holi program in 2013.

Spring Festival

By Ramana Adavilolanu

The Indian community in Syracuse celebrated Spring Festival on May 12th at Wellwood Middle School. The ICRCC's Spring celebrations in May are always a blast. 

Spring Festival is an Indian celebration marking the harvest, the start of warm weather and renewal of nature. CNY Indian community welcomed spring by wearing bright and vibrant clothing.

ICRCC's spring celebrations is popular among small kids, younger boys and girls. People participated in this event with great charm and joy. Around 50 kids participated in the cultural programs. Dressed in bright Indian dresses the children brought fun and excitement to a large packed audience.  The ICRCC's Spring celebrations are just as vibrant as the festivals in India which represent its cultural fabric. They are colorful, full of life and most of all touch the very soul of its people.

The ICRCC Spring celebrations began with an address by Abraham Thomas, Vice-President. The cultural program started with bhajans followed by classical bharatanatyam dance 

performances. Later 15 kids from Children's club performed a funny and entertaining skit. There were several dance performances by children and parents from popular Hindi, Telugu and Tamil musical film hits. Overall there were 18 performances by 50 people 

In appreciation of their performances and participation all the 50 performers received trophies from ICRCC. The cultural program ended with a vote of thanks and concluding remarks.

The evening ended with a dinner.

On behalf of ICRCC, I thank you for your support and participation in the spring festival and wish you a very happy summer. Many thanks to all the people for their help in making the event a grand success.

Bharatanatyam Performance by Sri Venkatakrishnan

By Lalita Seetharam

I.C.R.C.C. hosted Sri Venkatakrishnan, a young upcoming talented Bharathanatyam Guru and performer from Chennai India on July 13, 2011 at the Hindu Mandir of CNY..

He started the program with a Mallari, a traditional dance performed to offer obeisance to the different directions when the Deity is taken in procession. This was followed by Kirthanas on Lord Shiva and Ranganatha. The program ended with a lilting Thillana in Ragam Rithi Gowlai,a creation and choreography by the Dancer himself.

Throughout the performance one could see the perfect lines, impeccable rhythm he acquires from his training in Carnatic Music, the silent punctuations which ornamented the vigorous Nrittya and the mature expressions which he built up gradually.

Incidentally he also trained some of the local students and helped the teachers, through his workshops.

This was followed by a Q.A. session of the following community participants.  

Mrs. Sudharaj spoke about the increased awareness in the main stream community about this ancient art form. She also spoke about the role of parents and the importance of patience, guidance and the importance of sadhana.

Mrs. Rekha Balaji talked about the various grants given by the art councils.

Meena Raj who is trained in Bharathanatyam and Carnatic Music talked inspiringly about choreographing.

Preeti Panda who teaches Zumba, Hip hop and is a student of Bharathanatyam, talked about dance being part of herself and the rhythm that keeps going in her head. She also mentioned that we should give the right tools to the children but respect their choices. 

Mrs. Kamal Manikthala mentioned passionately how the kids practically grew up on the stage in the Temple community hall and had some innovative and inspiring ideas of having classes on a semester basis in Hindi and Sanskrit along with arts.  

This  open discussion focused primarily on how to promote art and culture using our own existing resources and how to deal with some of the obstacles and road blocks.
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